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1 BESEECH | You, BRETHREN, SUFFER THE. 
WORD. or EXHORTATION. = 


qa: office of the. chriſtian miniftry is of 
real importance to mankind; and Pa 


character of a chriſtian miniſter, when pro- 
perly, ſupported, is truly worthy of eſteem 

and reſpect. ' We do not, indeed, claim that 
kind of reverence, which ſuperſtition and ig- 
norance have in all ages been accuſtomed to 

pay to-. eccleſiaſtical authority. We pretend 
not to take upon us the office of public religi- 
ous inſtructors, by an immediate commiſſion 
from heaven; or to have received our inveſ- 
titure and authority. from the hands of holy. 

men, to whom this extraordinary power is 
ſuppoſed to have been tranſmitted, by an un- 


3 ſucceſſion, from Chriſt and his 
'B apoſtles. 


apoſtles. We deſire no > e homage, 
no implicit faith, no ſervile obedience. But 
neither, on the other hand, can we apprehend 
that the character in which we appear, or the 
duties which belong to our ſtation, are ſuch 


a8 ch to be treated with ridicule or con- 
As chriſtian miniſters, our buſineſs i 1s, to 
op the progreſs of ignorance and error; to 
diſcourage ſuperſtition; to promote uſeful 
knowledge; to reprove the vices of the age 

in which we live; to lay open the ſecret 
, ſprings o of folly and wickedneſs? in the human 
heart; to awaken and preſerve in the minds 
of men A juſt ſenſe of the: importance of yore; 


© A — ww «41 


their obligations, as b rational bang, m 
of ſociety, creatures of God, and iltiples: of ' 
Chriſt; and in a word, to employ all the 
powers of eloquence, and all the influence of 
od example, for the advancement of wiſ- 
* Virtue, and happineſs among mankind. 
Iz there any thing ridiculous, any thing con- 
s egmptible, 1 in ſuch an employment as this? 


Or, till 3 ignorance and vice are baniſhed out 
of the world (which from preſent appearances 
wel have little ground to e can it With 

any 


'J > 
| ** 


an employment is unneceſſary, or that thoſt- 


= 


a may ** akked; What actual ad- 
vantages geen from the inſtitution of this 


office? 1 anſwer; much every way. By the 


public forms of deyotion, a ſenſe of religion, 
and a regard to the providence and governy 
ment of Almighty God, are preſerved in the 
minds of multitudes, who, without this inſti- 


tution, would perhaps ſoon forget, that there | 


is a Power above, in whom we live, and move, 


and have our being. By the public lectures ; 
of inſtruction, men become acquainted with 


many important ſubjects, to which they would 


otherwiſe pay little attention; are reminded 
of faults in their characters, Which -woula | 


otherwiſe paſs unnoticed ; and receive frequent 
impreſſions in favour of virtue, which may 
reaſonably be preſumed to have a happy in» 


| fluence upon their conduct. And private ad- | 


vice and admonition, ſupported and enforced 


by a good example (both which are neceſſary ; 


to complete the character of a chriſtian min 


ter) have doubtleſs, in num berleſs inſtances, 


| wu cad b linportant RIVER to mankind, 


« a Nor 


* SIN in it are a ern ene 
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Nor could theſe ends have been ſo eſfectu- 
ally anſwered without the actual appointment 
of an order of men, whoſe immediate buſi- 
neſs it ſhould be to conduct the public devo - 
tions of religious ſocieties; to deliver diſcourſes 
on the great ſubjects of religion and morality; 
and to perform the other duties of the mini- 

ſterial office. To diſcharge theſe duties with 
propriety and advantage, requires' a variety 
of peculiar accompliſhments, and a degree of 
attention, which can ſcarcely be expected, 
| but from thoſe who have paſſed through a ſui- 
table courſe of preparatory ſtudies, and have 
devoted their time and 1 25255 principally t to 
this object. ; 


| But 4555 all, though publie Wins wor- 
1 _- tips in itſelf reaſonable ; though: the ap- 
=. pointment of an order of men to conduct it 
= zs expedient; the actual ſucceſs of the chriſ- 
1 tian miniſtry muſt greatly depend upon the 
diligence and fidelity of thoſe by whom this 
office is undertaken. | On this account it is 
highly reaſonable, that they ſhould, at pro- 
per ſeafons, be reminded of the nature and 
importance of the character which they have 
aſſumed, and exhorted to take heed unto 
; themſelves and to their miniſtry, that they be 


found 


35 
n | 


that this is made one — N the bat. 
neſs-of ane arrogant 6 


4 l 2 1 ] | 4 , 


1b Would, ce Bar teeth, that chris = 


tian ſocieties have alſo their duties; and that 
much depends upon the manner in which 
theſe duties are performed. Tou will not 
therefore think it an improper uſe of the time 
allotted for this part of the preſent ſervice, if 
remind you, my chriſtian friends, of the 


duties which are incumbent upon you as a re- 


ligious ſociety, and urge upon you an upright 
and conſtant attention to theſe duties. CY 


« Thelbick! you, brethren, f fuffer the word 


e of exhortation och 
1 ty 


of religious inſtitutions, and to be Tegular 
; and conſtant 1 in your: attendance 1 75 them. 


ow 2 juſt n — and of lamen- 
tation, that indifference to the inſtrumental 


duties of religion is daily gaining ground 
amongſt us. Whether it be that, * propor- 
tion as knowledge : increaſes, men are apt to 


Sir me, in the firſt, "INS to exboit you, 5 
to maintain a proper ſenſe of the importance 


6 


pridnchemdelves! in *** the moſt 
obvious and important truths, and in treating 
the moſt ſacred obligations as matters of triſl- 
ing conſequence; or whether the fooliſh and 
abſurd practices of enthuſiaſts, have induced 
the more thinking part of mankind to neglect 
even rational religion itſelf: whether it he, 
that the love of amuſement hath ſo far capti- 
vated the hearts of men, in this age of luxury 
and diſſipation, as to render them incapable of 
being ſerious in any thing but their pleaſures; 
or whether the concerns of buſineſs and the 
purſuit of wealth have ſo far engroſſed their 
n that they © care for none. of theſe 
« things :” or laſtly, whether it be that men 
are too wiſe to be inſtructed, and too good to 
be made better: to whatever cauſe it is owe 
ing, the fact i is certain, that places of public 
worſhip are not ſo regularly and conſtantly at- 
tended as formerly, and that great multitudes 
entirely forſake the aſſembling of themſelves | 
together for the purpoſes of devotion. If 
our forefathers erred in laying too much ſtreſs 
upon the external forms of piety, we are gone 
into the oppoſite extreme, and treat them 
with culpable indifference and neglect. If 
their characłeriſtic faults were enthuſiaſm and 
Wee ours * * and licentiouſ- 


neſs. 


78 


nels. „. 89 little are men agen governed 
by the genuine Siingiples > 
moſt trifling, « engageme 


to divert them from paying their public tribute, 
of homage to the Maker and Lord. of all. 1 
would not be uncharitable; but from the pre- 
Wiling taſte and manners of the age I cannot 
help ſuſpect ting, that if the generality of man- 
kind were not more powerfully influenced by 
a regard to their. reputation and character, 
than by a reyerence for the Almighty, the 
| houſe of God would 8 this time = well nigh 1 
forſaken, _ ae . 2 


© Guard Jöurcches, my brethren, with the 
F 5 againſt the contagion of ſuch. ex 
amples: Eſteem it not a proof of good ſenſe; 
ar a mark of a liberal turn of mind, to tram- 
ple upon the facred obligations of religion, 

and to xiolte, ( the firſt and great command: 
ment, While you. have any, mercies to 
acknowle e, any fins. to confeſs, any virtu- 

ous. habits. tg acquire or AUrengthen, or any 
need of ſapport and conſolatic n, ſay not, «It 
«5m vain to ſerve God ; and what profit 
4 * ſhall, $ have if we pray unto. bim? Tin 
. are wile Na ae of h 


101 


time, to < watch'at wiſdom's gates, and wait 


be conducted. I 


you expect that your miniſters, in ther public 


8. | 


— all pen 2 


think it not 4 uſeleſs 


your 


« it the poſts of her doors. 4 Hear inſtruc- 
0 tion, and be wiſe, and refie it ot. E 


1 
Han 20 h 40% 


150 me NENT you, bosch to entertain 


8 juſt apprehenſions of the nature and deſign of 
the ſeveral parts of public worſhip, ard rea- 


ſonable expectations from your miniſters, with 
reſpect to the manner in which, they ſhould. 


1 * „ 7? 


CE is doubtleſs the 9 of thoſe dieting 
exerciſes which | are immediately devotional, 


to give us an opportunity of expreſing, in 5 


public and ſolemn manner, thoſe pious ſenti · 


ments, which it becomes us to maintain and 
cultivate towards the Supreme Being. "Now, 


fince this is the caſe, it is evident, that no- 


thing ſhould be admitted into public prayers, | 


which is not immediately fitted to awaken 


thele ſentiments ;. and that our ſole obje& in 
conducting them ſhould be, to expreſs the 


genuine feelings of the pious mind, in plain, 
natural, unaffected language. If therefore 


forms 5 


forts off Gerede, f ſhould mc to amuſe 
your imaginations with philoſophical deſcrip» 
tions of the perfections and works of God; 
to entertain you by the elegance of their com- 
poſition, or the delieaey and refinement of 
their ſentiments; to gratify your love of no- 
velty by an endleſs variety of thought and 
| expreſſion; or even to inform your judgment, 
and give you uſeful leſſons of inſtruction; 
you expect what would be foreign ts the na- 
ture and deſign of public worſhip, and un- 
friendly to your improvement in a religious 
temper and character. Every thing of this 
kind can only ſerve to divert your attention 
from your own immediate and proper buſineſs 
in acts of devotion, which is to worſhip your 
Maker. While you are amuſed and enter- 
tained by the ſentiments, language, or man- 
ner of the perſon who leads your devotions, 
it is ſcarcely poſſible that you ſhould/your- 
| ſelves be properly devout. Let me therefore 
tecommend it as a matter of great importance, 
to acquire clear ideas of the nature and defign | 
of public worſhip, and a juſt taſte with regard 
to the manner in which it ſhould be conduct 
ed. Remember that public devotions can 
only be beneficial to you, ſo far as they enable 
vou to expreſs and cheriſh the ſentiments of 


47 . "RE , : i - . 
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. 
4 0 E 7 8 


10 


genuine piety; and learn, to conſider thoſe 

prayers as the beſt and moſt uſeful, which 
you can with the greateſt eaſe and advantage 
adopt as your own addreſs to the Almighty ; 
and to eſteem thoſe. the moſ judicious con- 
ductors of your devotions, who fix your atten- 
tion, not on themſelves, but on the 9 0 ob- 
10 8 of voor . = 


With — * 7 to thoſe diſcourſes which * 
a accompany the public exerciſes of devo- 
tion, let me exhort you, to remember that the 
principal deſign of them is to promote the 
practice of virtue and religion, and to judge 
of their merit urn e N e 
gere re ed e 


"ut Many a whe N to 08 e perfedtly 
: acquainted with chriſtian doctrines, and pro- 
ſeſs a great zeal for the true chriſtian faith, 
imagine their own ſyſtem of belief ſo eſſential 
to the honour, and the very exiſtence of chriſ- 
tianity, that they eſteem it the principal buſi- 
neſs of miniſters, to avow and ſupport the ſe- 
veral articles of their creed; and hear ſermons 
with no other view, than to judge of the 
Preachers orthodoxy, and to be confirmed in 
their own * There are others, who 
2 . 


— 


\ 


64 a oF 
11 8 


I 


entertain confuſed, myſtical, and enthuliatica 
| ideas of devotion, and who ſuppoſe it to con- 
fiſt in a ſucceſſion of ſupernatural impreſſions, 
and vehement emotions, which they can nei- 
ther underſtand themſelves, nor explain to 
others, but which however they honour with 
the title of experimental religion, Theſe think 
all diſcourſes dry and inſipid, which do not 
riſe above the level of common Tenſe and rea] 
life, and furniſh entertainment for their wild 
and diſordered imaginations, On the other 
hand, there are not a few who, haying, by a 
little accidental reading and conſideration, ful · 
ly convinced themſelves of the abſurdity of 
many opinions which are generally received, 
and acquired a taſte for ſubjects of critical en- 
quiry and ſpeculation, think it the great buſiy 
neſs of chriſtian miniſters, to oppoſe vulgar 
errors and prejudices, and to eſtabliſh a ratio- 
nal that is their own - ſyſtem of opinions, in 
their ſtead. By ſuch perſons as theſe, no diſ- 
courſe is heard with pleaſure, or ſpoken of 
with applauſe, in which the preacher doth not 
diſplay his, zeal againſt error; explain ſome 
controverted text of ſcripture in favour of his 
own ſyſtem, inculcate ſame new and unpo- 


pular opinion, or diſcover uncommon ref ne. 
ment and "_ £8 
G3 _ Now 


| 1 each other in judgment and taſte, agree 
in treating plain diſcourſes on the moſt obyi- 


v Ti {2 


underſtandings, let me appeal to your feelings, 
whether ſuch diſcourſes do in reality deſerve 


that neglect and contempt, with which zea⸗ 
pineſs of human nature? Can any object be 
conceived of greater importance, 
eſtabliſh pious and virtuous affections, and to 


Was not this the great end, for the acconi- 
pliſbment of which our 4 h Jeſus Chriſt 


12 
Now at theſe, * e they aer 


ous topics of practical religion and morality 
with indifference. In their eſtimation, a ſer- 
mon, which attempts to eſtabliſh no particular 
ſyſtem, and diſcovers no critical (kil}, in which 
the preacher contents himſelf with inculcat- 
Ing, in a plain and familiar addreſs, . duties 
which every one acknowledges himſelf bound 
to o practice, f is 1 er of an ne 


* Pot = v1 gal, th my brethren, to your 


lots of all perſuaſions and ſets have affected 
to treat them. Is not virtuę the proper hap- 


than to diſ- | 


courage and reſtrain the progreſs 6 of vice, to 


mote right conduct, among mankind ? 


both lived and died? Do not men continu: 
W Saas to be reminded of their duty, and 
urged 


urged bris every poſſible motive to the practice 


of it? Do not addreffes of this kind (to 


« home to men's buſineſs and boſoms ?? Are 


they not directly adapted to make thoſe who 


and civil ſociety, upright, kind and generous 
in their tranſactions with their brethren, ſober 
and diſcreet in the government of themſelves, 
and pious and devout towards Almighty God? 
And is not this of infinitely greater impor- 


tance than to make them able diſputants, ju- 


dicious critics, or even ſound believers? Re- 
quire not, then, ſuch things from your miniſ- 


ters, as they apprehend would be inconſiſtent 


with the nature of their office, and with a 


proper attention to your moſt important in- 


tereſts. Entertain not ſo low an opinion of 
them as to imagine, that they will attempt to 
gratify your taſte, or to eſtabliſh their own 


reputation, at the e expence of their uſefulneſs, 
and your real improvement. Expect not, 
that they will meddle with opinions and ſub- 
A, jects c of debate, any farther than they are of 


evident importance as ſprings and ' motives 


| of action; or that they will neglect the cul- 
[-- tivation of your diſpoſitions and manners, for 


E the * of „ judg- 


ment 


— 


make. uſe of Lord. Bacon's phraſe) “come 
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For this purpoſe, let it be your firſt care, 
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ment by their own. Reſt ſatisſied, if in itita- 


tion of the example of Chriſt, and in conformity 
to the true ſpirit of the goſpel, they make it 
the great buſineſs of their public diſcourſes 
to exhort you, to deny ungodlineſs and 
* worldly luſts, and to live ſoberly, righte- 


* oully and piouſly in this preſent world; 


te looking for the bleſſed hope, and the Us. 


* rious appearing of the great God, and our 


« * Soviour 28 n 1 


Suffer me, in ihe 1 next PETR to er you, 


my brethren, to attend upon religious inſtitu- 


tions, with proper diſpoſitions, and with a ſin- 


to perform the duties of religious worſhip 


with attention and ſeriouſneſs, If, inſtead of 
worſhipping your Maker, or hearkening to the 
voice of inſtruction, you ſuffer your imagina- | 
tions to rove through ſcenes of amuſement or 
| buſineſs; or indulge yourſelves in indecent 
levities of behaviour; or give way to an in- 

dolent and drowzy indifference to the duties 

in which you pretend to be engaged; what 
can the moſt judicious and rational forms of 


N or the moſt inſtructive and pathetic 


addrefles, 


, a 
addreſſes, on ſubjects of the higheſt moment, 
proſit you? How can it be expected that a 
prayer, or a diſcourſe, which cannot find its 
way to your underſtanding, ſhould penetrate 
yur hearts, or influence you 3 ? 


| But je is not ſufficient that in ecligions {ys 
ties you be ſerious and attentive ; it is likewiſe 
of great importance, that in the ſeveral parts 
of theſe duties, the power and affections of 
TON minds ſhould be AY employed. 3 


2: bai public bn it is your duty, not 
J's to hear and underſtand the prayers which 
are delivered, but to addreſs them to the Al- 
mighty for yourſelves, as expreſſive of the 
real ſentiments of your hearts. Every indi- 
vidual ſhould perform the acts of religious 
adoration, with lively emotions of veneration, 
love and joy; thoſe of thantfgiving, with the 
genuine feelings of gratitude for the mercies 
which he hath received; thoſe of confe/ſion; | 

with a humble eee of his faults, and 
ſerious reſolutions of amendment; and thoſe 
of petition, with a fincere defire of the bleſ- 
| ſings he ſupplicates, a devout ſenſe of his de- 
pendence upon the Almighty, and a benevo- 
lent concern for the-happincſs of his fellow: 


"4 
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creatures. s fatitheſe dhe Win e de 
actually accompany your public devotions is 
known only to God, and your own conſciences. 
I preſume not to charge you with the neglect 
of your duty, in an affair which cannot come 
under human cognizance. I truſt you have a 
_ witneſs in your own boſoms, that it is your ſin- 
| Cere deſire, and habitual care, to worſhip your 
85 Maker i in ſpirit and in truth. It cannot, how 
ever, be improper that you ſhould ſometimes 
(and eſpecially on ſuch occaſions as theſe). be 
. reminded, that no religious ſervice can be ei 
ther beneficial to yourſelves, or acceptable to 
Almighty God, where the heart is a ſtranger, 
and that it is only the fervent prayer of the 
1 eee man, which availeth much.” Mi 


-_ : 


"i like manner, it is yp the utmoſt; 8 
ance, chat you ſhould attend upon public reli - 
gious inſtruction, with rigbt views and in · 
tentions, Eſteem it the principal end of hear- | 
ing ſermons, that you may be made better by 
_ what you hear; and defire to be entertained, 
or even inſtructed, by pulpit· diſcourſes, only 
to far as ſhall be conſiſtent with, and fubſer- 
vient to this great end. It is, indeed, a cir- 
cumſtance extremely deſirable, that a preach- 
er's e. and e nn 


* 


. n 
are adapted to engage the attention of bis au- 
dience, and to give them pleaſure. Simplicity 
and elegance bf fee, and a natural, eaſy, and 

delivery, are accompliſhments which 
cannot fail of being highly agreeable, eſpecial- 
ly to perſons of refined taſte and liberal edu- 
cation. And it would be unreaſonable to ex- 
pect, that thoſe who attend upon preaching 
ſhould be wholly inattentive to the ornamen- 
tal qualifications of a public ſpeaker. But to 
make theſe incidental circumſtances the prin- 
cipal object of attention; to come to places 
of public worſhip, chiefly in hopes of being 
entertained by the preacher's ſentiments or 
manner, and with a view to admire and ap- 
plaud his rhetorical powers; is to make an im- 
proper and unworthy uſe of the ſeaſons de- 
voted to the purpoſes of religion, and to fink 
the preaching of the word of God to a level 
with theatrical entertainments. That this is 
a prevailing fault in the preſent age, too 
plainly appears, from the terms in which ſer- 
mons are generally applauded or cenſured; 
from the eagerneſs with which thoſe preachers 
are followed, who excel, or are generally ſaid 
to excel, in oratorical accompliſhments; and 
from the indifference and neglect with which 
Gs beſt and moft uſeful. * are com- 
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monly heard, when they happen to be deliver- 


ed with an improper tone of voice, or to be 
accompanied with awkward and ungraceful 
geſtures. You will not therefore deem it im- 
pertinent or unſeaſonable, if I take the liber- 
ty to caution you againſt this fault; and to 
exhort you, not to ſeek for pleaſure at the *. 
pence of your improvement. Imagine not 
that the great end of preaching hath been an- 
ſwered, when you have been for a few mo- 
ments entertained or amuſed; bnt be deſirous 
that every diſcourſe: you hear, may make a 
good impreſſion upon your minds, and pro- 
duce the fruits of righteouſneſs in your lives. 
Attend updn public diſcourſes, to be remind- 
ed of your duty; to acquire the knowledge 
of yourſelves; to eſtabliſh the principles of 
religion and virtue more deeply in your 
hearts; to learn greater circumſpection and 
dase in the conduct of life, and to im- 
prove in all the branches of a pious and vir- 
tuous character. And remember, that, how 
much ſoever you may be amuſed or even in- 
ſtructed by the ſermons you hear, till theſe 
great ends are anſwered the word preached 
hath not proß ted you. Wen ne W 
* 878 ye e OE] 


Let 


-T% — you, to: promote as 
far as you are able, the peace and happineſs 
of the religious ſocieties to which you belong, 
and the intereſts of religion in general. If 
public worſhip be in itſelf an important duty, 
and highly conducive to the public good; 
every man is bound to do his part towards 
the ſupport and ſucceſs of religious inſtitutions. 
Among the various ways by which this may 
be done, it is none of the leaſt canfiderable, 
that a decent proviſion be made for the com- 
fortable ſubſiſtence of thoſe who are employed 
in the miniſterial office. It is evidently the 
duty of all who attend upon public worſhip 
to contribute, for this purpoſe, according to 
their ability a duty which ought not to be 
placed upon the ſame footing with acts of be- 
neſicence and charity, and which cannot be 
neglected without 4 manifeſt violation of the 


laws of honour and equity. But it is as un- 


neceſſary, as it 1 be indelicate, to dwell 
—_ this ns. 


1 en end to . you, from. a 
rejoin to your own improvement, as well as 
to: the happineſs of your miniſters, to treat 
them with that degree of candour, affection 
and reſpect, which is due to their character, ; 

D 2 1 


> 
* 


and their office, While they claim no ſuper- 


ſtitious reverence from you, and exerciſe no 
prieſtly authority over you; while they diſ- 


charge the duties of their office with fidelity, 


and are free from all juſt ground of cenſure in 


their private character, © eſteem them highly 


in love, for their virtues and their works 
„fake.“ If they ſincerely declare to you 


What appear to them to be important truths; 
though their opinions may not in every fir. : 
ticular agree with your own, give them an at- 
tentive and candid hearing. If they faithfully 
remind you of the folly and danger of a vici- 
_ ous courſe j if they venture to inſiſt upon 
particular vices, of which they apprehend 


ſome of their audience to be guilty, or upon 


particular duties in which they think them de- 
fective; be not" offended at the plainneſs or 
freed of their addreſs. Nay, if they ſome- 
times take the liberty to perform the difficult 
| taſk of private admonition, advice or. reproof; 
treat not their faithfulneſs and affection with 

_ reſentment or neglect ; think not that they in- 
trade into affairs in which they have no con- 
cern: but remember that both the nature of 


their office, and their perſonal friendſhip for 
you, ig ar chem to > We every opportu- 


nity, 
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nity, whether public or private, of -promot- 5 
_ n * wes n a 
Wich . to | their bonduck ö in e life, = | 
remember that they are men of like paſſions _ 
with yourſelves, and expect not from them a "ol 
degree of perfection, which is inconſiſtent 4 
with the condition of humanity; If their ge- | 
neral character be amiable and reſpectable, = 
make charitable allowances for trifling foibles, 1 
or occaſional failings. While they keep with - 
ſelves from that exceſſive love of amuſement 
and pleaſure, which would give them a habit 
of indolence and ' diſſipation, and indifpoſe 
therm for the duties of their office; and ſap- 
port a manlineſs, decorum, and gravity of be- 
haviour, ſuitable to their ſtation; be not of- 
fended if they ſometimes indulge themſelves 
in thoſe entertainments or exerciſes, to which 
their diſpoſition and taſte may incline them. 
Lay no unneceſſary reſtraints upon the con- 
duct of your miniſters, and require not from 
them that ee and ſeverity of manners, 
wh u thi ae pre Wye under no W of 


5h 


. Farther 
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Farther to promote the intereſts of the ſo- 
ciety to which you belong, cultivate mutual 
good - will and brotherly love. Senſible that 
nothing would ſo effectually prevent your 
pleaſure or improvement, in your attendance 
upon religious inſtitutions, as diſaffection and 
alienation of heart one towards another; avoid 

as much as poſſible every occaſion of ſtrife 
and contention. Let not interfering intereſts 
in life; let not different opinions in religion, 
create jealouſies, debates, and animoſities a- 
mong you. Be always ready to facrifice your 
private taſte, opinions, or intereſts, to the pub- 
lic good. Since you are partakers of the 
ſame nature, diſciples of the ſame maſter, and 
fellow - worſhippers of the ſame God; © loye 
64 as brethren, and endeavour to preſerve ie 

6 W ch enn mann 


rh 
wy ka. Let your: concern the: the Fran 
1 intereſt of religion extend, not to your 
oven ſociety alone, but to the world in gene- 
ral. Conſider yourſelves as related to all thoſe 
who rink themſelves under the denomination 
to which you belong, to chriſti: ans of every 
ſect and profeſſion, and to good men of every 
religion and country under heaven. And 
| e contribute your part, towards the 
| 5 defence 
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defence of religious liberty, the progreſs of 


uſeful; 3 and the Aer of 
world. Milt of Em ,* DEG 19110 40 

h avs; in Me t finalen exhort you 
my » to ſupport a « har] 


A 


able to the profeſſion which you make, and 
the advantages which you enjoy. ou ac- 
knowledge yourſelves believers in God, and 
diſciples of Chriſt. ou are, from time to 
time, reminded of your religious and chniſtian 
principles, inſtructed in the ſeveral, branches 
of your duty, and urged to the practice of it 
by the moſt intereſting motives. May it not 
therefore 1 be ns from You, that Fw 
thy ? After ſuch e and 
with ſuch advantages, it is ſurely reaſonable, 
that you ſhould be diſtinguiſhed by your pi- 
ous regard to the providence of God in all 
the concerns of your lives; by your chearful 
ſubmiſſion to his appointments ; by an up- 
right, benevolent, and generous behaviour to- 
wards your fellow- creatures; and by the ha- 
bitual regularity and ſobriety of your man- 
ners. A conduct thus innocent, virtuous, 
and exemplary, mankind have a right to ex- 
1 e pect 


aw weer You; a8 4 — the ſincerity 
of your religious profeſſion; your miniſters 
earneſtly defire, as the moſt acceptable reward 
of their labours, and the ſureſt ſupport of the 
—— of religion and chriſtianity in the 
Id ; your Maker enjoins, as the beſt ex- 
Pee of: your ſubjection to his authority, 
and your gratitude for his mercies; and your 
own'* intereſts, both in this life and that which 
is to come, abſolutely required. By your re- 
gard to the good: opinion of your / brethren ; 
by your ſteem and affection for your miniſ- 
ters; by your zeal for the cauſe of Chriſt ; by 
your reverence for the authority of God; and 
finally, by your concern for your own welfare; 
« we therefore beſeech and exhort you, that, 
60 as ye have received of us how ye ought to 


„walk and to Pleaſe ſo ye would a- 
66 eee bre rants moi 5 cab foil ig 
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QUESTION LL 


TILL you pleaſe, Sir, to fayour us with 
your views of Religion in e mh 
| and 12 70 Chriſtian Religion i in races 


ANSWER, 


1 ſhall moſt willingly comply. with your re · 
queſt, and ſhall endeavour to give the beſt an- 
ſwer I am able to the important queſtion 3 
have now propoſed. But firſt of all I muſt 
beg that you, and all who are here preſent, 
would obſerve, that I neither mean, by what 
Lam now about ta fay, to impoſe my views 
of things upon any man as the unerring ſtan- 
dard of truth, nor to debar myſelf the liberty 
of changing my ſentiments in any future 
time, when they may appear to me falſe and 
i- grounded. As I am determined in no in- 
ſtance to put the leaſt reſtraint upon the con- 
ſciences of others, ſo likewiſe am I reſolved, 


E 2 till 


till the end of life, to make uſe of that liber. 
ty which nature hath given me, and in which 
the goſpel commands me to . ſtand faſt, of 
forming my own ſentiments, and of altering 
or rejecting thoſe ſentiments, whenever ſcrip- 
ture or reaſon form me that I am miſtaken. 


1 appears to me, , beyond the poſſibility of 
a contradiction, that there does at preſent ex- 
iſt, that there hath exiſted from, and will exiſt | 
to all eternity, a ſupreme intelligent being, 
poſſeſſing every great, every amiable, every 
adorable perfection. By him, I am fully per- 
ſuaded, were all things created that are in hea- 
ven or in earth; and the more [I contemplate ; 
the works of nature; the morel conſider the 
: noble proviſion whichismadefor thecomfortand 
happineſs of the various animals that inhabit 
this earth; the more thoroughly am I con- 
vinced that the great being, who brought this 
goodly' frame into exiſtence, i 18 poſſeſſed of 
unxivalled power, of unfathomable wiſdom, 
and of boundleſs benevolence. And as, be- 
yond all doubt, the divine being i is poſſeſſed 
of theſe glorious attributes, it appears to me 


that chere are various important duties Which 
every reafonable creature owes to the great 
our of (he univerly ; ; that it is incumbent 


on 


29 


den 2d man to worſhip the fountain of all 
excellence; to cheriſh the moſt ardent love 


and eſteem for him; humbly and chearfully 
to truſt in him; to obey his commands to the 
utmoſt of his power, and to imitate him as 
r 


Iam fully perſuaded, "that i it is the intention 
of the great governor of the univerſe to make 
all his rational offspring good and happy; that 
to execute this noble deſign, he hath implant- 
ed in the breaſt of every man a principle to be 
his counſellor and bis guide, in all the actions 


of his life, ſtrongly impelling him to cultivate 


piety towards God, to obſerve the rules of 
temperance and ſobriety, and to behave with 
| juſtice, ſincerity and candour, towards his fel- 
low creatures. I have alſo the ſtrongeſt rea- 


ſon to ſuppoſe, that the divine being exerciſes 


a moral governments over his rational offspring, 


and that it is the deſign of his providence, 
even in this world, to lead the vicious to in- 


famy and puniſhment, and to crown the vir- 


tuous with honour and happineſs. And | 
though this deſign does not at preſent ſeem 


compleatly accompliſhed, yet I regard it as 2 


glorious truth, that men of firm integrity and 


unaffected Pay. do, upon che whole, enjoy a 
greater 


4 
* 

If 
9 
1 

F 

f 


e 


Rs; 


2 „ 
* 
Ws 

gt 
A > 
1 7 
Rr 
=. 
oF 
Wo 
3 
SCI 
By 
F 
= 
1 
22 
* " 
* N 7 
3 
"3 
7 
3 ry 
CH 4 
2 4 
1 
WT 
_ fl 
wy 
=—_ 
A 
3 5 
7 bv” 
.* FR 
— 
1 
4 
*<. 
624% 
8 
3 bd 
-_— 


on VI. IE, . 
. Og, 
1 2 4 * 

% * -f — . 
3 3 * 43 


e 


] . IE ES. 8 
2 — "a * * . _ —— —— * _ 
— * > Mg OS 4 


the frongelt bulwark of virtue. $ 


30 - 


greater degree of preſent felicity, than men 


of profligate abandoned manners. With the 


ſame noble intention of advancing the virtue 


and conſequently the happineſs of mankind, 
the divine being, I am convinced, hath in- 
ſpired the whole human race, even the moſt 
barbarous nations, with the pleaſing expecta- 
tion of a future ſtate, where good men ſhall 
reap the reward of their perſeverance in the 
Ways of rectitude. And: thou gh the argu- 
ments in ſupport of this joyful hope do not 
amount to demonſtration, yet I believe that it 
| hath had the happieſt effect upon the world in 


general, and that in all ages it hath proved 


© 


But, notwithſtanding theſe advantages, it 
is evident from hiſtory, that mankind have 


forſaken that path of duty, which the light of 
nature pointed out to them, and paid divine 
honours to the meaneſt created beings; and 


that almoſt an univerſal depravity of manners 


| hatlyprevailed i in the world. Qur merciful crea- 


tor ſaw and pitied the degeneracy of the human 


race, and when the fulneſs of time was come, 
ſent his well beloved ſon to be the Saviour of 


mankind. The holy ſcriptures, which I regard 


as the divine oracles of wiſdom, inform me, 


" 


3t 

that, at the appointment of God, and in com- 
paſſion to the human race, Chriſt Jeſus left the 
boſom of his father, and took upon him the 


lkeneſs.of ſinful fleſh ; that he himſelf took 


our infirmities, and was 1n all points tempted. 


as we are, yet without fin; that he came to 

preach the goſpel of peace, to call ſinners to 
repentance, and to reveal a future ſtate of 

_ rewards and puniſhments ; that it was not his 


intention to deſtroy the law of nature, but to 


confirm and fulfil it ; that he went about do- 


facred writings I am taught to believe, that, 
Jeſus Chriſt, having led a life of unſpotted 
virtue, was, at. length, by the malice of the 


Jewiſh people, put to a moſt barbarous death; 
that he was. wounded for our tranſgreſſions 


and bruiſed for our ſins ; that he gave himſelf 


for us an offering and a ſacrifice to God; that 
for our juſtification he was raiſed again Yu 
the dead, and that being received up into 
and fat at the right hand of God in the 


glory, an 
heavenly places, he maketh interceſſion for us. 
Theſe I regard as the moſt ſtriking particulars 
of the religion of Jeſus, and from which, a8 a 
Chriſtian I cannot withald wy aſſent, 


The. 


ing good, and that he hath left us an example 
Ki we ſhould follow his ſteps. _ By the ſame 


* 
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The es which our bleſſed Steſbtir 
die as recorded in the hiftories of the 
four Evangeliſts, were in themſelves ſo evi- 
dlently ſupernatural ; performed in ſo public a 
manner; ſo well atteſted, and of fo benevolent 
2 kind, that 1 cannot but confider them as a 
demonſtration, that he truly was the Son of 
= God. But fo high a veneration do I enter- 
= - tain for the goſpel revelation by jeſus Chrift, 
that I ſhould not ſcruple even to venture to 
_ reſt its whole evidence, upon the apparent 
_ tendency which it hath to advance both the 

preſent and eternal intereſts of mankind. 


Tlheſe are my views of religion 3 in avowed, 
and of chriſtianity in particular. I profeſs 
myſelf a believer in all the fundamental prin- 
ciples of religion; I glory in the Goſpel of 
Chriſt ; I reverence the great truths which it 
contains; and whilſt life and health continue, 
I will defend it againſt the attacks of cahumny 
n to the utmoſt of e . TY 


"QUESTION u. 


What are your ſentiments of the chriſtian 
+ 1h lair; and your views in undertaki vg che 
— office of a chriſtian miniſter ? 


3 


| 14 am u fully perftnded dit as en 
_ of a chriſtian miniſtry, to conduct the public 


nities of our môſt hoh religion, is of the 
gteateſt advautage to ſociety in general. It 
is, L apprehend; in a very great meaſure o- 
ing to this wiſe and excellent inſtitution that 
any reverence for religion is kept alive in the 
world; chat the knowledge and practice of 
thoſe duties which we owe to God, to our 
neighbour, and to Ar do at al prevail 


y own private” views in Lied upon the 
chriſtian miniſtry may be comprized'in a few 
Words. 1 can honeſtly fay, and I hope I have 

uo reaſon to be aſhamed to ſay, that I have 

undertaken the office of a chriſtian miniſter, 
becauſe ever ſince I arrived to years of reflec - 
tion, I have entertained a full perſuaſion, that 
in this Nation of life I ſhould be moſt happy | 
myſelf, and moſt uſeful to others. Nor * 
Lever ſeen reaſon to alter this perſuaſion, I 
do therefore defire to be dedicated in a more 
ſolemn manner to the ſervice of God, and of 
this * And it is my fincere 4-4 

F 


worſhip of God, and to preſide in the ſolem- 


os 
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poſe, to do whatever lies in my power, towards 
advancing the intereſt of piety and virtue in 
wiſtian ſociety. Lo this, end 1 ſhall en- 
deavour to perſuade thoſe who attend upon 
My. miniſtry to 2 holy, and. religious life, by 
every powerful motive I am, able to ſuggeſt. 
Uprightneſs and. integrity I will Place in the 
moſt amiable light 1 poſlibly can; vice, pro- 
phaneneſs, and immorality I will repreſent in 
the, molt odious point of view, as the ſure and 
certain condyQors to infamy, ruin, and eternal 
perdition. Subjects, of controverſy and ſpe- 
culation | 1 ſhall cautiouſiy avpid, being tho- 
roughly convinced, that they never can be 
made ſubſervient to the cauſe of true reli gion, : 


and that under pretence of informing the 


judgment, they t too often, corrupt the heart. 
And as the intention of my public diſcourſes 
ſhall alyays be, to make thoſe who hear, them 
better men, and better chriſtians, ſo I hope 
=P example will not contradict my inſtruc- 

tions. Far am 1 from propoſing myſelf as a 
pattern of perfect virtue. K. am conſcious | 
_ that, in common with other men, I have my q 
failings and impa ons. "I humbly hope, | 
however that GH will favour me with his 
affiſtance and direction; that he will guide | 


me through” the ares and 3 of 
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youth; that he will make me an inſtrum 

in his hands of promoting the intereſi of real 
piety, of genuine dd F and of .uncor; 
TAP. virtue. if I 
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both as a min and as a chriſtian to think for 
himſelf in matters of religion; to form his 


own ſentiments, and to worſhip his Maker, 


m that matiner which” appears to him to - 
moſt | agreeable” to reaſon and {ip tare. 
theſe things, I : am perfuaded, no cv fag 


trate has any right to interfere ; in theſe 
things; I apprehend, every man is accountable 
only to God, and to his own heart. The 


8 
1 


y of priv vate judgment in religic 
cerns, s Go conſider a8 one of the chief and 


nobleſt privileges of human nature; 3 2s F 


privilege facred and unalienable; j 4 2 p 
vilege, which no termporat 1 magiſtr 


is entitled both by nature and by the Gael | 


us con- 


ate can 
od © 


a 0 PA te ets. * Es N me : a 92 1 TV 7 TWP wt ths N Ry 7 6 "yy i 2 
Ly 0 * i t c 
* * K 
* TO 

— = 
* ” 1 
, 6 | «45 

* 
| * 


poſe, to do whatever lies in my power, towards 
advancing the intereſt of piety and virtue in 
hriſtian ſociety. To, this, end I th en- 
Jeavour to perſuade, thoſe; who attend upon 
my miniſtry, to a holy, and. religious life, by 
exery powerful motive I am able, to ſuggeſt. 
ase and integrity I will Place in the 
moſt amiable light 1.poſlibly can; vice, pro- 
phaneneſs, — immorality I will repreſent in 
the, moſt odious point of view, as the ſure and 
:ertair conductors to infamy, ruin, and 
Wee Subjects, of controverſy and ſpe· 
culation 1 ſhall cautiouſly avoid, being tho- N 
roughly convinced, that they never can be 
made ſubſervient to the cauſe of true religion, 
and that under pretence of informing the 
judgment, they too often, corrupt the heart. 
And as the intention of my public diſcourſes 
ſhall alyays be, to make thoſe who hear them 
better | men, and better chriſtians, ſo I hope 
my example will not contradi&t my inſtruc- 
tions. Far am I from propoſing myſelf as a 

8 pattern of perfect virtue. f is 8 am conſcious | 
tliat, in common with other men, 1 have my | 
failings | and imperfeftions. I humbly hope, | 
however, that God will favour me with his 
affiſtance and direction; that he will guide . 
me through the ſnares and | temptations of 


rw youth; 
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youth; ; that he will make me an. inſtru 


in his hands of promoting. the intereſi of real 


| piety,, « of r e 186g, of 1 uncor- 
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l. is my fixed opinion, that d Fo = 
is entitled both by nature and by the Goſpel; 3 —_— 
both as a min and as a chriſtian to think for 4 
himſelf in titers of religion; 4 to form kis " 


in thit Anek which appears to „Aim to be 1:1 
moſt agreeable to reaſon and ſeripture. _ = 
theſe things, I àm perſtiaded, ns civil magiſ- of 
trate has any right to interfere; in theſe F 
things; I apprehend, every man is accountable | 10 
only to God, and to is own heart. - The 
liberty of private judgment in rel igious con- 
cerns, I conſider as one of the chief and 


: privilege * and unlienable; 125 a8 2 Fora 5 
: Yue which no GA" magiſtrate can 
ö take 


— — — 
3 eee 
* 


their country, and in pouring out 


1 enjoy the adyantages of a toleration ; whilſt 
EY 15 am permitted withont moleſtation to worſhip 


99 


take away or reſtrain; without being guilty 


ok che higheſt tyranny: and prefatmption. Thelſc 


principles, 1 am convinced, are abundantly 


fuſpicient to Juſtify any man, in à diſſent Fön 


the eſtabliſhed religion of his country, When 


that religion appears to him in any important 


reſpe cts contradictory to 1-7 or ſcripture ; ; 


and it is upon theſe principles alone that 1 
chall always vindicate myſelf in declining to 
become a membet᷑ ef the church of England, 
as by law eſtabliſhed. But though I profeſs 
_ myſelf a hearty friend to the diſſenting inter- 


eſt, I cannot, however, omit the. preſent, op- 


e of declaring, that f do by no Means 


pprove the conduct of thoſe of my own per- 


ſuaſion, who | take a malicious pleaſure i in con- 


tinually expoſing the defęcts of the religion of 


table cenſures againſt thoſe who ſupport and 


defend It. Such, a conduct as this, I am per- 
fi 


ed, can anſwer no good purpoſę. Whullt 


God in the manner I moſt approve; I ſhall 


think myſelf bound by the laws, of candour, 
| of moder ation, and e en of gratitude, to re- 
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of that ſyſtem of religion, which the laws of 
this kingdom have countenanced and eſtabliſh- 


ed. I a am a diflenter - —1 engage in the miniſ- = 
try among the diſſenters, becanſe I cannot 
giye my canſent to many of the fundamental 
principles of the church of England; and be- 
cauſe the mode of worſhip, which is uſed 
among that claſs. of diſſenters, to which I have 
choſen to unite myſelf, appears to me, on the 
whole, to be moſt agrecable to the dictates of 


reaſon, and the . of un a rupted chriſ- 


I ſhall now Gs” the liberty to addreſs my- | 
felf, in a few words, to this religious ſociety, 0 
to which I conſider myſelf as ſtanding in the | | 4A 
important relation of a chriſtian miniſter, | | 


You have heard me dackare in a moſt wa 3 
manner, that I ſhall devote my beſt abilities 
to your ſervice; that I ſhall make it my en- 

deavour to advance the intereſt of religion in 1 
this ſociety, by every means which lies in my — 
power. I am not ignorant of the importance 

of the office I have undertaken, or of the dif- 
ficulties attending it. Nor can you be igno- | 
rant, that there are ſome duties which, as 
your miniſter, are due from you to me. You | 


__— 
have heard chem explained and recommended 
in ſuch a manner, as I hope will make 2 laſt. 
Ing impr eſſion upon every one of you. God 
grant that we may long be happy in each 
'other ; that you may be diſpoſed to reap im- 
provement from my ſervices; that I may ful- 
AM the important duties of my ſtation with fi- 


Udity, diligence and propriety ; and that, in 


_ that awful day, when we muſt all appear be 
fore the Sovereign Judge o of mankind, we may 
find, to our Mutual joy, that you have not 


heard, and that have not * in vain. 
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come a 


and appointment of this 
Dilſenters ; we his 
tuny at his requeſt» and heirs, 
our advice and beſt wiſhes,” and contribute 
our part to render him uſeful 
the ſituation in Which 
an; 72 
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ent is attended with ſome difficulty, 
does not appear to all with equal evidence. It 
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rights, which the — — 
hold at pleaſure.” We have no charter for 
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power to . ſuch uſurped privileges. What 
we are about to do, is not to admit our youn 
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powers whatſoever, in a word, we give lim © - 
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tay . us. 27 may it continue ſo! 1 
For, methinks, it is better to leave room for * 
| l 19 in a few inſtances, to 


the nes priva 

ritable cenſure, be ever but out. 8 
ture, ſettlement, and commiſſion, are the in- 
vitations of our 3 md own accept- 
ance of them. Theirs, brethren, is the right 
to cools, and to reject their miniſters too, if 
there be occaſion. Nor is this, or what im- 


mediatcly follow, to be underſtood as having = 


which we are glad of ae pas... ity to 


acknowledge to our people, and blah; 1 


think; comes with peculiar propriety, upon 
theſe occaſions, from us to them. Eee, 
deceive ourſelves, nor endeavour to conceal 


the truth from them; but declare and aſſert 
Siheir privileges as well as our own: liberty 


: and true rehgion 7 gain no incon- 
ſiderable advantage. I grant that this implies 


ſome degree of dependence uon dur people : | 


but it is ſuch a dependence. 3s, if * 4 2 


2 otive to LiF vs vpto 0. 
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This may be OR bold and N 
But What hath been faid is, 1 apprehend, a 
portange, which may be fafcly 
truſted with its own conſequences. Nor is the 


danger much, in our age, and eſpecially in this 
country: for, I think, wiſe and good miniſters 


reſpect, as is due to their characters and ſer- 
vices; and if any be ambitious, oppreſſive, or 
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prehend, generally conſidered, by us here pre- 
ſent, as eſſential in this ſervice. But if it be 


to it. Beſides it is 


the pride chriſtians to this time, and is 


merely a ceremony, which hath been much 


are here, in general, almoſt ſecure of as much 


ſeandalouſly immoral, why ſhould they not . 


underſtood only as a public act, by which we 5 
expreſs our united approbation of a chriſtian 
brother in the n for my own part 1 
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no continued naturally, like other cuſtoms, 
by the force of imitatign and habit, though 
the primary ends and uſes of it may have un- 
dergone ſome alteration. But, after all, it is 
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48 
ſons, and too, a obj ted to by ſome. © o- 
thers; who have hereby given it an apparent 


and imaginary importance, of which it was - 


otherwiſe Oy * 


The Pane is, that the Diſſenters "ION "00h 


long famous for two kinds of diſputes ; one, 


with thoſe of a different denomination, the 
other between particular members in their 

own body. Some, with cool temper, civil 
demeanor, and ſtrong argument, have ſtood 


forth as the bold and ſteady champions of our 
common liberty. While others have waſted 


their time and. talents, ſoured their temper, 
and injured their character, by attempting to 


defend certain opinions and modes, which are 
hardly worth a diſpute, and which ſhotild 
long ſince have been left, peaceably to reſt a- 

mong things of comparative indifference: and 


yet, in behalf of theſe they have been ſevere 


and unwearied, urging ancient practice, in 


the room of precept, reaſon, or any: Other 
5 {ubſtantial e 


0 for an "ls * . . to 3 


whole body of Diſſenters (written with decen- 


cy and moderation, with perfect command of 


temper, with good manners, and without the 


laſt 


| 5» - 

leaſt ſevere and illiberal treatment of our 
brethren of the eſtabliſhment)' to call us back 
from trifling controverſies to our true and 
once avowed principles; to collect our ſcat- 
tered members, and cement us together on the 


broad and immoveable foundation of liberty 
and charity! Let it ſuſſice, at preſent, to ex- 


preſs our beſt wiſhes for ſo deſirable an event; 
Jeaving it to time, and zealous, honeſt and 
unanimous endeavours, to yn weary & it, 


Thus I have Cri: to place Ordin: ation 


upon a liberal foundatidn. Our principal rea- 


ſons for the continuance of the practice are, 
that the public concurrence and approbation 
of miniſters on theſe occaſions is a ſatisfaction 


to the people; and that our prayers and in- 
ſtructions may, by a natural conſequence, make 


A good preſſion upon « each of our mien, 


It hath been . 5 for the perſon to be or- 


dained, to give a confeſſion of his faith: and 
I fancy ordination was, for many years, a teſt 
of religious opinions, or the means of intro- 


_ ducing into the miniſtry perſons of a particu- 


lar ſet of principles, and excluding the reſt. 
But al ſuch ungenerous views and practices 


ne are, 
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An now, Sir, give me leave to addreſs my- 
ſelf to you. After what hath already been 


fad, you will not ſurely look upon me as an 


inquiſitor, appointed curiouſly to ſearch into 
tug private notions. Whatever they may 
be, they are, I truſt, the reſult of free and 
diligent enquiry, and they are an affair en- 
tirely between God and your own conſcience. 
Something, however, you may ſay, before 
this audience, with reſpect to religion and 
liberty in general, and your own particular 
views as 2 proteſtant - diſſenting miniſter, 
which may be of importance to you and 
agreeable to us all . 
1 me chen e it of you, *. you 
pleife, Sir, to give us your views of religion 
in general, and of the chriſtian Rp nk in 
18825 


eee w * 1. 
Alter the ver; Küche account, OY you | 
have given of the nature and defign of this 
Fxrvice, I muſt xcknqwiedge that I can under- 

take 


= 


take my part of it with much greater pleaſure,” 
than I once expected. Having always, from 
principle, profeſſed myſelf an enemy to ſuper- 
ſtition, and always endeavoured, in conſe» 
quence of that profeſſion, as far as lay in my 
power to remove every the leaſt appearance 
of it; I had formerly, I muſt confeſs, no 
{mall objections to this ceremony of Ordina- 
nation. When I obſerved, how generally it 
vas miſ· underſtood, and how unſcriptural 
and irrational the ſentiments of moſt chriſtians 
concerning it were, the continuance of it ap- 
peared to me little better than an encourage- 
ment to ignorance and ſuperſtition: Having, 


however, an opportunity ſometime ago f 


hearing your ſentiments upon this ſubject 
(which you have now likewiſe publicly de- 
clared, and by which | every avenue to ſuper- 
ſtition is, I hope, ſufficiently guarded) I can 
no longer heſitate to give you an honeſt and 
— faithful anſwer to thoſe queſtions, which you 

© have been pleaſed to propoſe to me. I wauld 
only beg leave to premiſe, that I would by no 
means have it conſidered by any who hear 
me, that the ſentiments, which 1 now deliver, 
are entirely free from error: or, that either 
they or myſelf are under any obligation con- 
ſtantly to adhere to thoſe opinions, which we 
; now 


32 
now eibertzin. I am fo ſenſible of my own 


fllibility, and at the ſame time of that liberty, 
which reaſon allows, and chriſtianity confirms, 


that I would neither be entangled myſelf in 


the yoke of bondage, nor would T pretend to 


have dominion over the faith and conſciences 


of others. 


The belief of the ernte 1 4 PRO 


Arc lendd, Sir, to be the foundation of all 


religion. This belief I derive from an atten- 
tive ſurvey of the univerſe around me. When 
I contemplate the frame of nature, and ob- 
ſerve the beauty, order and conſiſtency of the 


ſeveral parts of it, my mind is neceſſarily led 
to the perception and helief of an original de- 


ſigning cauſe; a being, who is poſſeſſed of 


every poſſible perteclon-—poſleſſed of a Imigh- 


ty power, unerring wiſdom, and unlimited 
goodnels. lam naturally led to believe, that 


the happineſs of his creatures is the grand 
end of all his operations; that he purſues 
this end by the wiſeſt means ; and that he will 


ſo adapt the circumſtances of thin 85, that 
every one ſhall, ſooner or later, receive the 
; recompence due t to his own conduct. 2 
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From conſidering theſe perfections of God, 
and from ſurveying the imperfections of man, 

1 farther perceive that there are certain dutzes 
obligatory upon the latter to the former. 
When I conſider the Deity as my Creator, 
Preſerver and Benefattor, the Supreme Lord 

and Governor of all things, I eſteem myſelf 

under an obligation, at all times, to venerate 
and love his character; and more eſpecially 
do ſet apart ſtated ſeaſons, wherein, by decent 
and ſolemn acts of public and private devo- 
tion, I may celebrate his perfections, acknow- 
| ledge his goodneſs, confeſs my own ingratitude 
and unworthineſs, and teſtify my approbation of 
his government and laws, my chearful depend- 
ence upon his providence, and my humble 
confidence in his mercy and loving kindneſs. 


From the ſame ſource I likewiſe derive ob- 
_ ligations of another kind. From conſidering 
the nature and perfections of the Deity, and 
the nature and circumſtances of mankind, I 
perceive myſelf in duty bound to imitate and 
reſemble him in my temper and behaviour to- 
wards my fellow - creatures, Being ſenſible, 
that we are all formed with like capacities 
and powers, that we are all the children of 
the une benevolent Parent, and that a diſ- 


Poſition 


34 
benden and endeavour to promote the gene- 
ral happineſs is the only way, by which the 
mind of man can be united to its Maker, 1 
eſteem myſelf obliged to obſerve the duties of 
fortal hife ; to be juſt, _— "benevolent ee 
2 to all mankind, ' 


And, e the due Dy ee 
of theſe duties depends in à great meaſure 
upon the temper and conduct of a man's-ſelf, 
| there appears to ariſe from hence a third kind 
of obligation, called ſelf-government ; compre- 
Hending the virtues of e neue, 
n and ae. 


W deßder theſe wn, which are 
chiefly practical, I deduce others, from the 
light of nature and reaſon, of a ſpeculative 
Lind; which, however, have the moſt intimate 
connection with religion and virtue. The 
truths I refer to are the pardon of fin, the im- 
mortality of the ſoul, and the certainty of re- 
wards and puniſhments in a future tate. With 
reſpect to the firſt of theſe (the pardon of ſin) 
I am ſenſible, when I reſlect upon the good- 
neſs of the ſupreme benefactor, and the in gra- 
titude of thoſe who are the objects of his fa- 
your; when J reflect — the purity and per- 

fection 


Wo 
{Aion of the divine nature, and, on the o- 


ther hand, the imperfection of the human 


nature, I; am ſenſible, that we are juſtly 
obnoxious. to the diſpleaſure of the Deity. 
| Nevertheleſs, when I conſider the frailty and 
imperfection of man in connexion with the cha- 


_ rater of God, as exhibited in the gracious 


Works of his hands, and in the merciful ad- 
miniſtration of his providence, I cannot help 


being filled with the warmeſt hopes, that the 
ſincere penitent will be the object of his for- 


giving mercy. Setting the argument in this 


light - conſidering God as always perfect, man 


always imperfect — it muſt, I think, be natu- 
ral to conclude, that the righteous governor 
of the univerſe would never place his ſubjects 

under any conſtitution, which did not make 


the moſt gracious allowances for their nature, 


ſituation and conduct. And, if a perſever - 


ance in fin be the means of incurring divine 


diſpleaſure, a departure from ſin muſt, for 


ought that I can conceive to the contrary, be 
a the means of obtaining qrine e. ot 


The other truths 1 mentioned; as ; deducible | 


from the light of nature, are the doctrines of 
the immortality of the ſoul, and the certainty 


of future rewards and puniſhments, I confeſs 
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I do not Teck Tatisfattion in Fi theſe important 
articles, by having recourſe to any metaphy cal 
arguments. Thiſe always appeared to me in- 
volved in douds and darkneſs. But I reſt the 
proof of them upon what are generally called 
the moral arguments: fuch as that fond de- 
fire of immortality, and that boundleſs curio- 
 fity, which are natural to the human mind; the 
ſtrength of the benevolent affections; the uni- 
verſal dictates of conſcience; the inequality in 
the conditions and crcundtfan ter of mankind; 
and the moral perfections of the deity: theſe 
are to me co nvincing proofs, that nature itſelf 

— „points out an Hereafter, 
And intimates Eternity to Man.“ 
They convince me, likewiſe, that there vill be 
2 eee Rate 'of anne 


Theſe, Sir, are my ſutitithents' of Natural 
Religion; of that religion, which the God of 
: Nature hath W in che hearts of men. 


| \ Neverthidh, cba we may, Nom the 
mere light of reaſon, deduce theſe important 
truths, yet I acknowledge it my happineſs, 
and it muſt be acknowledged to be the hap- 
pineſs of mankind in general, that theſe truths 
re confirmed by the Gofpel - revelation. 
Though every man, in his natural, undeprav- 
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ed ſtate, may be ſatialied. from himſelf con- 
cerning the different branches of his duty, 
and may arrive at ſome degree of certainty 
concerning thoſe important truths already 
mentioned; yet, unleſs theſe duties be enforc- 
ed, and theſe truths be confirmed, there. is 
great danger leſt they become ſo obſcured, 
that even the traces of them ſhall ſcarcely. be 
perceived. That this hath been the caſe 1 is 

evident from hiſtory : that this was the 
| caſe, when Jeſus Chriſt appeared in the world, 
1s an undeniable fact. Here, then, appears 
the expediency of a revelation; here ppears 
the uſefulneſs and excellency of the chriſtian 
revelation, adapted to the ſtate and circum- 

ſtances of mankind not only in that age but 
in every other; adapted to make men wile, 
virtuous and happy. This revelation receive | 
as the voice of God to Man. I believe in God 
the Father, who ſent his well-beloved Son in- 
to the world. I believe in Jeſus Chriſt, the 
inſtructor and ſaviour of mankind. The mi- 
racles, which he wrought ; the doctrines and 
precepts which he delivered; and the example, 
Which he exhibited, all conſpire to convince 
me, that he was a Teacher ſent from God; | 


that never man fpake lle him: * that his 
vitnels i is true. 
R 


0 


This, Sir, is my opinion of Religion in ge- 
neral, and en of the Chriſtian 1 
op | 


3 


What are your ſentiments concerning the 
Proteſtant Diſſenters, and your views in en- 


tering upon the Christian Min ml mig 
them 


The Proteſtant- Diſſenters, Air, 1 regard as 
the friends of religious liberty. I vindicate 
my difſent from the Church of England upon 

' theſe principles; the right of private judg- 
ment, and liberty of conſcience. Reaſon and 

ſcripture ſeem to concur in aſlerting theſe 

rights. If, in matters of importance, I tamely | 
ſubmit to the guidance of others, to think and 
att as others are pl-aſed to determine, I appre- 
hend that I give up the Privilege of reaſon, 
ſince the anders of a brute is thus far 
 fufficicnt for his direction. And if 1 acknow- 
ledge the power of any church to decree rites 
and Ceremonies, and to impoſe articles of faith, 
I give up that liberty, wherewith Chriſt hath 


ſet me free; l deny him to be the ſupreme head 


and * of his church; and I ſuffer an 
”  encroach- 


„ 
encroꝛchment to be made upon the rights ok 
conſcience}! thoſe" unalienable rights, which 
cannot be parted with, upon any compact or 


agreement whatſoever. Upon theſe principles 
I vindicate my difſent from the Church of 
England, as eſtabliſhed by law. Nevertheleſs, 
am ſenſible, that theſe matters may appear 
in a different light to others of my fellow- 
chriſtians, To them I willingly allow that li- 
berty, which I take myſelf. Nor am I afraid 
or aſhamed to profeſs, that 1 highly diſapprove 
of the conduct of thoſe, who are continually 
inveighing againſt eſtabliſhments in general, 
and drawing odiqus compariſons' hetween the 
members of the Church of England and the 
Diiſſenters. I am well perſuaded, that they 
| preatly i injure the cauſe they mean to ſerve; 
and that their conduct in theſe reſpects will an- 
ſwer no better end, than laying a foundation 
for enmity and uncharitableneſs amongſt dif- 
ferent parties of chriſtians, Whilſt I am per- 
| mitted to worſhip God according to the dic- 
tates of my own conſcience, and publicly = 
avow my religious ſentiments, I ſhall account 
myſelf happy; nor ſhall I ever think meanly 
or uncharitably of thoſe, who can conſcien- 
tioully ſubſcribe to articles of faith. I enter- 
| tain not the leaſt doubt, that there are many 


* 
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2 1 W'wng es thiyiflthfully: diſ- 
charge the duties of their office, 1 ſhall eſteem 
them as brethren, as fellow-ſervants of God 


and Jeſus Chriſt, and be careful to give none 


offence. I would endeavour to keep the unity 
ue en e onda 


As to my views i in entering upon the Chriſ- 


tian Miniftry 83 Proteſtant - Diſſenters, 


they will not, |, be thought mercenary, 


by 7 who conſider how little opportu nity 


Difſenting Miniſters have of obtaining wealth 
and power. My intention — I ſpeak from the 


heart —is to promote the beſt intereſts of my 


fellow-chriſtians, both in this world and that 


which is to come; by urging every motive, 
Which reaſon and 3 ſuggeſt, to ex- 
cite them to nt 8 of virtue. 


Wich tia 5 view, 1 enliſt myſelf into the fer- 


vice of Chriſt. With this view, I determine to 
employ my beſt abilities in performing amongſt 
you, my chriſtian brethren, the duties of the 
miniſterial office. 1 am well perſuaded, that, 


while my addreſſes to you are dictated by fuch 


Wu motives, they will be heard with attention 


and candor. 1 am well | perſuaded, that you 
will 


* 
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will ſincerely improve the inſtitutions of reli- 
gion to the important purpoſes, for which 
they were appointed. I, therefore, cloſe m 
part of this ſervice with exprefling a chearful 
hope, chat I ſhall have the ſatisfaction to ſee 
you daily improving in all chriſtian virtues, 
that we ſhall long continue to be happy in 
each other in this life, and hereafter be happy 
for ever in the kingdom of heaven. 


May God, the great fountain of happineſs, 


grant this, for his mercies? lake in Jeſus Chriſt 
our Lord. Amen. 


* 


CONCLUSION. 


You have now, Sir, made ſuch a declara- 
tion, in public, as appears to be worthy of a 
man, a chriſtian, and a proteſtant difſenting 
miniſter. I have no more to add, but ; Go 
AND Do LIKEWISE» 


THE 


THE 


C HAR 


DELIVERED BY 


The Rev. PHILIP HOLLAND. 
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1 Pur part "of this day's ſervice, which 1 
L am now entering upon, to give the 
charge or exhortation to my Reverend Bro- 
| ther, who has in this public manner devoted. 
himſelf to the chriſtian miniſtry, was under- 
taken. with no ſmall uneaſineſs; as it will be. 
preſumed, that a miniſter, who ſpeaks on this 
ſubji ect, does in his miniſterial conduct obſerve 
the rules which he gives; and ſo he may be 
thought to ſet himſelf up as a pattern, to be 
copied by the reſt of his brethren. And the 
| very circumſtance of Randing up in this man- 


— 2 carries i in it Jo. much of the pat" 

ance of ſuperior wiſdom and higher attain- 
ments, that he muſt be in the number of the 
wiſeſt © or vaineſt of men, who can undertake 
it without a ſenſible concern and diſtruſt of | 
lümtlk. ' | 


k The 
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The fubje& indeed never ſtruck me in this 


light, till I was called upon to conſider it 
with a view to the preſent occaſion. As often 
as I have been witneſs to the gravity, ſeriouſ- 
neſs and wiſdom, with which this office has 
been uſually performed. amongſt us; I have 


attended with the higheſt pleaſure, and, I 


hope, not Muout Sane ene 9 


1 would wiſh my preſent hearers, however, | 
| to remember, that the rules of an art may be 


recited by one who is himſelf no great profi- 


cient in it; and that in this, as well as the 


other parts of the ordination ſervice, we diſ. 
claim every the leaſt pretence to lord it over 


to him as to the conduct of his miniſtry. And 


my worthy friend, for whoſe uſe this diſcourſe 


is deſigned, will conſider it as meaning no- 
thing elſe, than to hint a few particulars to 
| his conſideration: and to recommend the ob- 


ſervance of them, as far as they ſhall appear 


agreeable to his own views of the nature and 
defign of the chriſtian 1 mini _ 2 


. 'S # 66 = r 
% 


: - The fubject! is to e, to e me to 


think of doing juſtice to every part of it on 
the ma occaſion ; but it ſhall by my en- 
| deavour 
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the faith of a chriſtian brother, or to dictate 
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deqvour at leaſt to omit no eſſential point, and 
to Muſtrate ſuch as are of the greateſt import⸗ 


ance, 0 2 as to auſwer the 3 of this ad- 
dreſs, 3 


1 mal . S, Vith putting you in mind 

of what, I make no doubt, you will readily 
acknowledge; that the office, on which you. 

have entered, is of the higheſt conſequence ; ; 

and, that the manner therefore, in which it 

ſhould be executed, merits your moſt ſerious 
js eb ne H 


The end of our office is no abe than this; | 
to form our fellow-creatures to the love and 
practice of all virtue, in order to ſecure them 
the approbation of the Almighty, and to pre- 
pare them for eternal life and happineſs. And 


it is obvious, that to ſucceed in it, a great va - 


riety of knowledge is requiſite, as well as a 
manner of communicating it adapted to the 
ſituations and Capacities of thoſe to whom ith 


| addreſſed, 


The 3 ee for this hevice are 
nat ſo neceſſary to be enumerated on the pre- 
ſent occaſion; and yet, I cannot help expreſ- 
ing =y earneſt with, that ſuch. alone might 
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have the cloſeſt connection with the office, and 
A a hearty deſire to acquit themſelves well in it, 
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be called out to officiate in the chain rains 
ſtry, as diſcover a ſound underſtanding, a diſ- 
poßtion to thoſe particular ſtudies, which 


dy promoting the beſt intereſts of thoſe, to 


' whom they miniſter. And you will excuſe 


me, Sir, if I add} as it is ſaid without the leaſt 


| delign to flatter you, that it affords me no 


finall pleaſure to obſerve the qualificatians, it 


| has pleaſed God to give you for this purpoſe: 
and from the agreeable account we haye had 


of your ſentiments of the paſtoral N 


ud of your views in wiſhing to ſupport it, 1 
ſhall hope for your attention to what I have to 


offer on the means of improving your Gs 


5 "The part of a miniſter's . 
maſt frequently conſidered, and which is doubt- 
leſs an eſſential part of it, is that of a public 
ſpeaker. And as the ſubjects on which he is 
: . * above all others mamentous and 


ty eee 


have all th qualifications, which av weren, 
6 ; 


ou 


5 Me, N F 5 
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Jou «have yndertaken, Sir, to addreſs youre 

- ſelf from time to time to your fellow. creatures 
on thoſe duties, which have an intimate con- 

nection with their preſent and everlaſtin m_— 

pinels ; and, as far as Jon recent ts 
Pil, an aged, We ee Rakes, 
and the ſubje& of your fervent prayer to 4 
ven, that you may omit nothing, which may 
recommend the ſtudy and practice of virtue 
and religion to their Kors none? 144 22 70 
e hk 
Yo cannot t but 10 ebe WA — 1 
: is; that you have clear, diſtin, enlarged views 
of the fubje&s, on which you are to ſpeak: 


and yet they are ſo many, and various, and 
ſeveral of them ſo difficult alſo, that they can» 


not be thoroughly underſtood without much 


ſtudy and application. The works and the 8 


word of God are the grand ſources of this 
knowledge ; and when theſe have been per- 


fectly explored, and your mind is repſete with 
the inſtruction, which they afford, then, and 


not till then, it is time to lay aſide all further 


reſearches. The ample materials, which are 
therein contained; and the various inſtru- 


ments, which are neceffary to this inveſtiga- 
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The ud which merits the . notice 
of every man, and more eſpecially of a chriſ- 
tian miniſter, is that of the principles and 
diſpoſitions of the human mind; and in con- 
nection with it, ſuch obſervations. on human 
life, as will give an ample and accurate know- 
ledge of the characters of men. It is to men 
you are to addreſs the ſentiments, with which 
your own mind is charged: it is men you are 
to convince, perſuade, and influence; and 
your diſcourſes are to be adapted to all the ſe: 
veral characters of the men, with whom you 
are concerned; and if theſe things be conſi- 
dered, nothing oy be UAE to "Ow uſe 
2 ſuch i 8 7815 


lt will not be 8 Liruf,. an \ uſeleſs 
greifen, if Ladd a word on the method of 
purſuing this maſter-ſcience. It is chiefly, if 
not entirely, from your own fund that this 
knowledge muſt be drawn; from a cloſe at- 
tention to the operations of your own mind. 
and from your own obſervations on the beha- 
viour of men in the ſeveral ſtations of life. 
Books may afford you ſome aſſiſtance; yet 


5 65 
from the particular views and prejudices of 


their authors, you will be in no ſmall danger 


of being miſled by them. And though in the 
pages of the wiſe and faithful hiſtorian, you 
may expect a juſt view of man, the ſubje& 
of hiſtory; yet he alſo has his particular ways 
of delineating characters, and acc ounting for 


| events; and thus all his inſtructions, except - 


ing only the bare facts, which he relates, may 
be the reveries of a Wer or ee uns, 
| ONS: 1 


5 w* 2 FE . 


There is W a. hiſtory, SE reſpe & to 5 


which this caution is unneceſſary. The ac- 
count we have in the new teſtament, of the 


doctrine and character of Jeſus, and of his 


and offices, as it muſt, be all 


| i aries will naturally engage the particular 


regard of a, chriſtian, miniſter: and you wi 


need no inducement, but Nhat the careful 


Rudy, of this bock will ſuggeſt, to ſtand up 


in its defence, and to ſupport and enrich your 
own. compolitions. on moral and religious ſubs 


| jects, with the facts and obſervations which 


ht contains; ; and particularly with the EXam- 
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— net — to be thus particy- 
lit; but you will forgive me, Brethren, if Lam 


3 36 well as ot bo- 


they, to whom the exhortation is addrefle 
need frequently to be reminded of it tiyfelf— 


cat che chriſtiam miriſter; ſhdultl) "4s his 


"Fed; and the other duties of his office will 
admit, continue through che whole'6f life; to 
ts, which ſtudy and en- 


quity win mieneahy produce, chat like the 


prudent houſholder, he may bring out of his 
barge att things new __ gee _ . 
1 s N e 
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rand tlie attention of his Hearers ; 
ebe itpreſſion on ety hearts 
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miniſtry, utifeſs 3 allo a 
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hr point ot Rite in which" it will he moſt 


His Conti 
ments in ſuch language, as may give them 
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: | them 


n ca aa 


hid: eaſieſt Bebe the de 


ings. of his people; n 


effectual manner to * 3 55 
ay SOTO 15 
1 8 4 5 ai 10 4 which his $044 
is delivered, below. the regard of a 2 
| preacher. It is more attended to, by the gen 
rality of our hearers, than the words, * 
haps. 3 the ſentiments themſelves. To 
pr eſcribe any invariable rules on this ſubject i is 
ſo nice and difficult an affair, that I chule not 
to attempt it. It depends ſo much on taſte 
and ſentiment, that no directions cari be giv- 
en, which will not be liable to objection. And 
beſides it ought to de varied according to the 
natural powers of che preacher, and the ſitua· 
tions, and e of the hearers, | 15 


1 . over on 
the preſent occaſion ; as I am perſuaded, our 


dear brother, whom I am called upon to ex- 


hort, from the views he has of the nature 
and deſign of the miniſtry, and the deſires he 
has expreſled of. ſucceſs in it, will be ever ſo- 
licitous, that his ſubject, manner, voice, gel. 
ture may be ſuitable te the occaſions, on 
n he eke * the Purpoies, Wi 
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will, T truſt, be always uppermoſt in his mind. 
Endeavour, Sir, to acquire in your own breaſt 
a deep ſenſe of the truths you deliver; and a 
full perſuaſion of their infinite" concern to 
yourſelf and your hearers ; and this will na- 
tfirally form your ſtyle and manner; and, if it 
do not make them faultleſs, Will gos them 


that native grace, which will far ſurpaſs all 
the i ingenious arts of the moſt accompliſhed 


orator. And if you have 2 friend, who has 


judgment to diſcern, and fidelity to point out 


to you the defects, Which may ſtill remain; 


admit him into your boſom, as the richeſt trea- 


5 ſure you can —_— ; liſten to his counſels; ; en- 
courage him to favour you with his remarks ; 
they will be of; greater uſe to you, than all che 
rules of the beſt N the world ever Pro- 

: duced. 0 


But beſides that ven as to bench to your , 


people, another part of your miniſterial duty 
Ito! lead their-devotions. And how peculi- 


arly neceffary is it to this ſervice, that you 


he deep, lively impreflions of the truths of 
religion on your own mind, and that you ex- 


preſs them in a manner agreeable to their dig- 


nity and uſe! Four prayers, Sir, you will al- 
Ways conſider as requiring the cloſeſt thought 


and ſtudy, you can well beſtow upon them. 
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For though they are addreſſed to God, and 
ought to be as remote as poſſible from all ap- 
pearance of preaching to men; yet from the 
ſubjects, on which they turn, they will ſerve 
equally with your ſermons, and perhaps ſtill 
mate effectually, to awaken in the minds of 
men a juſt ſenſe of divine things; to give a 


becoming awe of the power and juſtice-of _ 


God; and to excite an carneſt deſire of his 
approbation, an humble confidence in his 
goodneſs, and a hvely hope of wn accom- 


pliſhment of his promiſes. In a word, they 
will teach ſinners the evil of their doings ; | 
and convince the righteous of the excellency 
and advantage of a religious life, and ſo fill 
them with hope, and joy unſpeakable. 11 
you keep theſe ends conſtantly in view, and 
remove as far as poſſible all other conſidera- 
tions from your mind, any farther directions 
will, 1 nn be yer ng ++: poagagh 


oY +. : 


Pets PR a few patents on 
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Beſides the: ali" duties, to which he 1 
is obliged -as a creature of God; there are 
ſome, which are peculiarly ornamental to his 
* and a in a high a to his 
n . honour 


74 
bonour and — in its bre func. 4 
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That a miniſter of e Bou him 
de a good man, is ſo neceſſary, that, if he 
; want this qualification, he is the meaneſt and 
moſt worthleſs of all 5 How ſevere, 
yet juſt is the ſarcaſm Thou that teacheſt ano- 
ther, teacheſt thou not thyſelf? How ſhall 
de ſpeak of the truths of religion, e ei- 
/ ther diſhelieves them, or, which is a yet / 
more contemptible character, at the ſame time 
that he acknowledges them, violates their 
moſt ſacred obligations? How ſhall he con- 
duct his miniſtrations, ſo as to promote the 
beſt intereſts of his people, who has no ſenſe 
of the worth of his own ſoul, or coneern to 
work out its ſalvation? How ſhall he ex- 
hort them to repent of their ſins, wha is him. 
ſelf the ſlave of fin? With what propriety 
can he repreſent the worth and beauty of vir- 
tue, who has never had any experience of 
them? How ſhall he delineate the excellent 
character of Jeſus, whilſt his own is diametri- 
cally oppoſite to it ? or how affect, and inflame 
the minds of others with a ſenſe of his love, 
7 ' who calls ſinners to repentance, when: he has 


not himſelf Fes Ges invitation? 
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But 1 will not, I ought not to ſuppoſe this, 
or -any thing like this, of our brother, to 


whom I am now ſpeaking. Ren rk man, Sir, 


it will be your great aim, deſire and endea - 
vour to approve your fidelity 3 in the miniſtry, 

and to take every method in your power, which 
may conduce to your ſucceſs in the work on 
which you have entered. Vou will not, 1 
am perſuaded, ever allow yourſelf in any of 

thoſe-iramoralities, which the world in gene · 
ral condemns; you will never give any one 
oOccaſion to ſay, that you neglect yourſelf the 
great rules of virtue, which you inforce upon 
others. But it ſeems deſirable, that a miniſter 
of the chriſtian religion ſhould fix to himſelf 


2 higher ſtandard of morals, and that he 


have a mind more ſuperior to preſent things, 
than the reſt of mankind. I mean not, that 

he ſhould renounce the ſentiments of a man, 
or diveſt himſelf of thoſe regards to his inter- 
eſt or fame, which are the great incitements 
to induſtry in the ſeveral occupations of life. 
It is however greatly to be wiſhed, that he 
ever diſcovered a mind intent on higher things, 
than earth can furniſh ; and particularly that 
he have no ſuch attachment to the riches, ho- 
nours r pleaſures of life, as would divert him 
n duties of his oſſice, or even inter- 


rupt 


Find; it will, as a leſſening of his character, 
be a prejudice to his uſefulneſs alſo. 
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rupt him in them. I it kan be iy Ad, 
that he is oppreſſed with the ſame low cares; 


that his breaſt ſwells with the ſame ambition; 
and that he is equally, attached to the plea- 


fares of life with the general part of man- 


But if a 
miniſter be not only a man of ſtrict integrity, 
but of diffuſive benevolence, and unaffected 


ſanctity of manners; beſides the uſefulneſs of 
his example, it will reflect a peculiar luſtre on 
all his miniſtrations, and contribute ee to 
e ee N 


1 ede baking of the e the 
firſt miniſters of his religion, ſays ; The They are 


<« not of the world, even as I am not of the 
« world.” A plain intimation to all, who come 
after them in the ſervice of the goſpel, that 
they ſhould be very careful not to conform to 
the corrupt principles and practices of the 
nge, in Which they live. Not that I would 
wiſh to recommend to you, Sir, or to my 
other chriſt 
your appearance or behaviour; much leſs a 
ſtiff, moroſe and auſtere carriage: this will 


ian brethren, any ſingularity in 


never reflect any honour on your office; and 


ö it is well, if it have not in ſome inſtances 


created | 


*. 


created a prejudice againſt it. Never affect to 
depart from the opinions and uſages of man- 
kind, unleſs there be a viſible necefſity for it; 
but when you cannot copy them without 
paſſing the bounds of innocence, and 'tranſ- 
_ grefling the laws of our holy religion; then, 
and not till then, is it time to ſhew yourſelf 
fingular. The plain language of ſuch a con- 
duct is, that you are a friend to chearfulneſs 
and innocent mirth ; but that your principles 
oblige you to top ſhort, when you cannot 
comply with your companions without violat- 
| ing your conſcience : and this behaviour; 
if manly, reſolute and unaffected, will be no 
leſs inſtructive, perhaps OO 1 more 1 than 
Loh beſt diſcourſes. 1 N 
guiids, I will venture to recom- 
. it to e take every method in your 
power to cultivate the eſteem and affection of 
your people; and to ſhew by your whole be- 
haviour, that you take great pleaſure in their 
company, that you rejoice in their proſperity, 
and that you ee with tl n cheir * 
9 pant en e. en 


Shall L be. Ke too. . Sir, if 1 
put you in mind of the, peculiar, propriety of 
cultivating an acquaintance with the younger 


port your Far It is on the ring | I 
neration, that the friends of virtue and reli- 
gion chiefly turn their eyes: and they regu- 
late their hopes and fears by their conduct and 
character. The labours of à chriſtian miniſ-, 
ter will, for the ſame reaſon, be principally di- 
_ rectedto their improvement; and, as he wiſhes 

to ſerve the cauſe of religion in the next as 

well as in the preſent age, he will uſe all his 
endeavours to engage them in its intereſts. 

Here, he knows, are his faireſt proſpects of 

fſucceßß ; and, Whatever diſcouragements the 
prejudices and habits of thoſe, who are more 
advanced, may throw in his way, with the 


young, he hopes to gain a fair hearing, and to 
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obtain a favourable reception to the delinea- 5 


tions of the virtuous character, Which he holds 
up to their view. Thus he ſecures the eſteem 
arne af all the friends of religion, 
and recommends himſelf to the particular af- 
fection of wiſe; and pious parents. And if any 
ching can win over ſuch as have a diſlike to 
the miniſterial character and oſſice, it will be 
this affectionate concern for the intereſts of 
mankind through all ſucceeding generations. 
i the children and youth of your con re- 
gation then be kept in view, in the compo- 
fition and. er, of "Jon: fermons and in 


K 
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Need 1 add, has the ſickneſſes or other af- 
fliginhs, with which any öf your people are 
viſited; will engage your particular notice? To 
expreſs our tendernaſb for the fitted is 4 
duty ſo ſtrongliy urged by the ſentiments of 
humanity, as well as by the prineiples of the 
_ chriſtian religion, that it cannot: eſeape your 
attention. Andi it will. greatly influence your 
practice in this particular; to reflect, that this 
is the ſeaſon, when tho obligations of religion 
are ae ſeriouſly conſidered; and the fſup-- 
ports and ae 3 it 1 aig mt 15 


Fe 4 r 
„ N id Haben 
5 41 4 ; "» 


3 . en 23, en ben 
But 1 au not allow myſalf t to deſcend in 
this manner to particular inſtances and ſitua - 
tions, It may be expected poſlibly, that ſom. 
thing be fig on the ordinances of baptiſm, 
and the Lord's-ſupper, and on catechifing ; it 
1s not unuſual, on theſe occaſions 
duce ſome obſervations on domelde duties, | 
and the behaviour of miniſters to each} other; 
but ane general direction may eafily include 
chem all; and that is to conſider, what me- 
thod in any particular caſe will be moſt agree- * 
7 9 able | 
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a what condutt will bai moi ornament the 


| pg Aalen wo the- iy which God r. 
quiresz, and be at- all times animated with the 
hopes which it affords. And as often as you 
review the ſcenes, through Which you have 

paſſed, you will have this for your rej oicing, 
the teſtimany of your conſcience, that in fim- 
plicity and godly ſincerity, not with fleſhly 


wiſdom, but by the grace of God, you Have 
| bad TEE GX | in the warld. | 


Aj 1. "oY hive r ſbceg⸗ wich which 


fluch endeavours are uſually attended, it will 


be happy for your congregation alſo. They 
will grow up in knowledge and holineſs un- 
der your miniſtrations; will attend on your 
| ſervices with a view to their edification ; and 
together with an unfeigned regard to you 
their miniſter, will experience an increaſing 
L affection to each other, and to all who love 
ou Land: Jet arty ES 126 BEST 
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F 
"The ſervices of” this n 
i a prefige of theſe er conſequences. | 


. h 


How agreeable muſt it be to every good man 
to look over this afſeinbly, and to ' conifider | 
them as a number of chriſtians met together, 


to acknowledge this our brother as their chrif- 


tian miniſter ; to unite their addreſſes to hea⸗- 


ven, that he may approve himſelf worthy of 


che office, Which he has undertaken ;and vir- 
tually to promiſe, that they will always treat 
him with that regard, which his office and 

: character hall merit; that they will ever 

be ready to hear the truths of the goſpel from 


his mouth; and that it ſhall be their conſtant. 
care to fulfil its OO? + 


This, 1 tithes to be the meaning of 
this days tranſaction, on the part of the peo- 
ple; and in this; view it muſt be an uſeful, as | 

well as an agrecable Rv, to all who attend 5 

ppon it. 


The My of all our 8 the 3 5 
of all our endeavours, my brethren and fel - 
: low-chriſtians, depends on the aſſiſtance and 


daleſſing of the Almighty. And as it is upon 


| thas principle, that our brother, apd you his 
people have deſired us allſtance in recom- 
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Fencing him to. the grace, of God let it eon. 
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